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Joe Costello T.D Launched NUI-G Labour Youth-‘Kill the Bill’ Campaign 





Joe Costello T.D officially launched the ‘Kill the Bill’ campaign in NUI-G/Noel Browne Branch on Thursday last. Deputy Costello gave an in-depth presentation on the main points of the Draft Criminal Justice Bill (2004) which is due for discussion before the Dail soon. The Bill includes a number of key points which are seen as encroaching on civil liberties and increasing the powers of the Gardai without proper checks and balances. Deputy Costello discussed the increase powers which would, allow Garda Superintendents to issue search warrants without judicial oversight and for Gardai to issue on the spot fines at their own discretion to people they believe to be causing a ‘public nuance’.


While invitation to the meeting were extended to both Minister Fahey and Minister McDowell neither was available to attend, send an alternate or provide a comment on the campaign.





John C. Friend-Pereira Branch Chair said: “This bill dramatically increases the power of the Gardai and yet its does not provide any of the normal safe-guards associated with such powers. Minister McDowell as been promising to reform the Gardai, yet he has failed to create a policing ombudsman or to assist the Garda in rooting out the few corrupt officers who are giving the force a bad name.   Labour Youth as developed two policy documents on reform of the Gardai and the Criminal Justice Bill, based on international best practices yet any attempts to communicate these international norms to the Minister have been futile”.    





Aidan Condron Branch Sectary said: “This bill represents another attempt by Minister McDowell to clamp down hard on peoples civil liberties. Under the terms of the bill people taking part in peaceful demonstration could be issued with fines at a Garda’s discretion with the courts been the only method of  appeal. Also the bill allows Gardai to issue their own search warrants, which given the revelations made by the Barr tribunal seems inexplicable. The Minister ought to be ensuring greater oversight of the Gardai not greater powers.   
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The policy documents are available at www.labouryouth.ie 


